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Cows and Cities of the West Side 


Spanish Padres Bathed in Pools; River Steamboats Brought Supplies to 
Pioneers Until Railroads Came. 


HE cow has made the city in 

Western Merced County. Twenty 

thousand milk producers on hun- 
dreds of small dairies supply wealth and a 
steady income to support three modern 
towns, Los Banos, Gustine and Dos Palos. 
With the surrounding territory, the com- 
bined population is about 5,000. 'The 
streets of these thriving little cities are 
paved and well lighted, the homes, busi- 
ness buildings, schools and creameries are 
modern. Surrounding ranches have a soil 
of deep rich loam, especially adapted to 
alfalfa, the principal crop. Fine dairy 
herds are found everywhere. The dairy- 
: men receive their milk and cream checks 
twice a month. Six large creameries 
have a steady payroll and ship products all 
over the world. One of the largest milk 
canneries in the State, a direct milk 
products plant, and a large casein and milk 
sugar factory add to the commercial 


stability of this productive section. 
'The West Side of Merced County lies 
between the San Joaquin River and the 


Coast Range Mountains. The early days 
are written large ón the pages of California 
romance. About 55 years ago, roads were 
mere cow trails. Ranchers hitched their 
teams and cowboys tied their ponies before 
the general merchandise store at the 
trading posts. 


LOS BANOS STARTED 


'The first American settlers arrived in 
1868 and began stock faising and grain 
farming. The population increased, and 
two years later, in 1870, a postoffice was 
established in the corner of a little general 
store out on the plains run by Korn & 
Hirschfeldt. The name Los Banos, given 
the postoffice, was suggested by nearby 
pools of hot mineral water bubbling from 
the ground, known to the Spaniard as 
Los Banos,—''The Baths." 

'The little postoffice was conducted at 
its original location until the railroad in 
1889 made a more accessible location 
desirable. The establishment of the new 
townsite of Los Banos by Henry Miller 


HERD OF PRIME BEEF CATTLE ON MILLER & LUX RANCH. 
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Joint Union High School 
At Los Banos. 
Teachers quarters of Los 
Banos High School. 


Los Banos Grammar 
School. 
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shifted the town to the railroad where it 
now stands. 

The town of Volta, four miles north of 
Los Banos, nearly became the big town 
instead of Los Banos, when the railroad 
came through, and it enjoyed considerable 
prosperity until Los Banos was moved. 

The new Los Banos began to grow. It 
is the headquarters of the Miller & Lux 
interests, vast farming and cattle raising 
operations centering here. Several hun- 
dred men find employment throughout the 
year in the varied enterprises of Miller 
& Lux at Los Banos, which include a bank, 
a department store, lumber yard, planing 
mill, feed mill, and several grain ware- 
houses. The company owns office build- 
ings and scores of homes for employees in 
the city of Los Banos. The Miller & Lux 
payroll adds largely to the general pros- 
perity of the community. 


MILLION DOLLAR INCOME 


The second city of Merced County and 
the largest on the West Side, Los Banos 
has a population of 2,800. Within a 
radius of seven miles from the city it is 
estimated that 10,000 dairy cattle are 
producing milk for the two сгеатегіеѕ. 
The cream and milk products shipped 
from Los Banos each year has a value of 
more than a million dollars. 

This regular income has developed a 
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substantial city. Following a disastrous 
fire in 1919, the city has been rebuilt with 
modern buildings that give it a decidedly 
new appearance. Los Banos has three 
banks having combined deposits amounting 
to two million dollars, a remarkably beau- 
tiful school center consisting of a high 
school, manual training and domestic 
science building, gymnasium, a library, 
and a dormitory or residence building for 
teachers. The large grammar school is 
one of the handsomest in the San Joaquin 
Valley and is surrounded by a fine play- 
ground. 


FIRST-CLASS HOTEL 


Los Banos has a valuable asset in a fine 
fire-proof hotel recently opened. The 
Oberon is conducted along the most 
approved lines of modern hostelries and is 
winning a wide reputation for its excel- 


lent cuisine and comfortable rooms. 
Electricity is used in heating the coffee 
urns, waffle irons, and steam tables. 


Automobile tourists and traveling sales- 
men are making Los Banos a favorite 
stopping place since the opening of the 
Oberon last October. 


MODERN WATER SYSTEM 


The water system, built in 1920, sup- 
plies the city with half a million gallons 


The supply is filtered and 
m 


of water daily. 


GOLDEN STATE CREAMERY AT LOS BANOS. 
Where Golden State Powdered Milk is manufactured. 
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Los Banos Dairymen's Association. 


chlorinated and pumped into a tank 132 
feet in the air giving high pressure for all 
purposes. 

'The Los Banos Farm Center has 100 
active members who have encouraged cow 
testing for several years with good results. 
Ralph L. Milliken, secretary, is a pioneer 
in this section, and in addition to his 
duties in the postoffice and with the Farm 
Center is gathering data for a history of 
Los Banos. 

Many fine residences and better class 
hcmes have been erected in the city during 
the last five years, showing the trend of 
future development into a beautiful and 
prosperous city. 
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Those who see the city after an 
absence of five years marvel at the 
during the past five years marvel at the 
transformation that has taken place. 
Notable improvements are the new First 
National Bank and Bank of Los Banos 
buildings, the latter requiring more than 
a year to build at a cost of $150,000. 
The American Legion is planning to build 
a new home at a cost of $16,000, while 
other projects are in contemplation that 
assure the future of this thriving city. 


INCREASING TRAFFIC 
THROUGH LOS BANOS 


Since the completion of the highway 
over Pacheco Pass two years ago, the 
automobile traffic through Los Banos has 
increased considerably. This route now 
offers a much shorter road from the Valley 
to the coast and bay cities than heretofore. 
An entirely new road from the old one 
has been made, and winding around the 
many turns, one may see the old and 
narrow stage coach road, sometimes above 
and again below. The road is wide, and 
due to careful attention, it is always in a 
good state of repair, being almost as 
smooth as any pavement. 


CORNER OF SIXTH AND I STREETS, LOS BANOS, AFTER FIRE OF 1919. 
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The Funeral of Old Man Darkness 


Lights Were Turned on in Los Banos District in 1911; Whole City Chased 
Black Demon Down the Streets. 


FTER months of negotiations in 

1910 and 1911 between the Los 

Banos Chamber of Commerce and 
the San Joaquin Light and Power Corpor- 
ation, J. Е. McClelland, president of 
the Chamber, received a welcome tele- 
gram from A. G. Wishon, then general 
manager of the power company, announc- 
ing that a power line would be extended 
from the Madera district to the heart of 
the dairy belt. Тһе community had 
been very anxious to have electricity 
available for lighting the city and homes. 
Mr. Wishon's telegram stated that con- 
struction of the power line would start 
within sixty days. The work started even 
sooner, and construction was rushed to 
completion in December, 1911. Les 
Banos celebrated the event by staging the 
"Funeral of Old Man Darkness” іп 


which the entire population participated. 
'The Chamber of Commerce opened the 
festivities with a community duck dinner, 


held at the Los Banos Hotel, shortly after 
6 o'clock in the evening. The chief guests 
were Mr. A. G. Wishon and several 
other representatives of San Joaquin 
Power. The program included much 
music and many short talks, followed by 
cheering and general hilarity. А parade, 
arranged to take place after the banquet, 
symbolized the driving out of town of 
the “Demon of Darkness.” Lester Tully, 
prominent citizen, attired in a devilish- 
looking outfit, acted the part of the 
“Demon.” 


OUT OF THE DARKNESS 


At a given signal, a wave of electric 
lights began to flash at the Southern 
Pacific station. Hundreds of globes 
suddenly blazed into the night. The 
Black Demon, frightened by the bril- 
liancy of the lights, ran madly along the 
center of Sixth Street toward the city 
limits, the crowd of merry-makers follow- 


CORNER OF SIXTH AND I STREETS AS IT LOOKS TODAY. 
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LOS BANOS OFFICE AND CREW OF SAN JOAQUIN POWER. 


Left to right.—A. N. Bentley, Lola McDougall, Eva Ellis, C. Schubert, E. A. Trant, В. Bafuna, Tom Lombardi, 
Hugh Staley, E. Perien, Lawren Flinn, O. M. Patten, and Thos. Hancock, 


ing in his wake. Hundreds of yelling 
men and boys with drums, horns, cow- 
bells and other noise-makers pursued the 
fleeing Demon of Darkness out of the city. 
Lights had been flashed on all over the 
business district, and Los Banos has 
enjoyed the advantages of electricity since 
that memorable event. 


FIRST DISTRICT MANAGER 


'The first district manager to look after 
the business of San Joaquin Power in the 
Los Banos district was James Berryman, 
who was succeeded in 1913 by W. Е. 
Whittington, now district manager at 
Coalinga. Whittington was in charge at 
Los Banos for four years. Between 1917 
and 1921, D. D. Smalley and E. G. Stahl 
were district managers. In 1921, Stahl 
was made manager of the newly created 
San Joaquin district, and Smalley was 
made superintendent of the Coast division. 
Thomas Hancock, who had been employed 
in the Los Banos district for eight years, 
was promoted to the position of district 
manager. 

One year after San Joaquin Power 
entered the Los Banos territory the com- 
pany had about 300 customers in the 
district, with a total connected load of 
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approximately 200 horsepower. Today, 
although the district is smaller in territory, 
the number of consumers has increased to 
1,418, and the total connected load is 
3,537 horsepower. This total connected 
load includes four creameries, the Carna- 
tion canned milk factory, and the casein 
plant. The number of electrical farm 
pumping plants is growing steadily. One 
alfalfa ranch of 200 acres near Gustine 
is irrigated by a fifty-horsepower motor. 
The 200 acres can be flooded from one 
well in twenty days. 

During 1924, the Los Banos district 
made a splendid showing in the installation 
ot electric ranges and water heaters in 
farm homes. It is said that firewood can 
be had for the cutting, but there is no 
demand for it. Most of the ranches have 
electric ranges. Several progressive dairy- 
men milk with electric machines, and 
many have electrically-heated brooders to 
start baby chicks. 


On the Miller & Lux headquarters farm 
located near Los Banos it is demonstrated 
that fruits such as oranges, apples, pears, 
plums and apricots as well as olives and 
figs, may be raised here. 


Water for a Half Million Acres 


Skyline Canal Along Coast Range Hills Part of Proposed Irrigation 
District to Open Rich Lands. 


NE of the ambitious plans of 
residents of Western Merced 


County is development of a portion ` 


of California's reserve of wealth-giving 
water. The rich dairy belt of the West 
Side is included in the proposed San 
Joaquin River Water Storage District, 
which would bring the "white gold" to a 
half million acres in Madera County, and 
a part of Fresno and Merced Counties. 

Estimates on total cost of the conserva- 
tion project range from $25,000,000 to 
$35,000,000. This would include the 
proposed dam near Friant, on the San 
Joaquin River at the edge of the Sierras, 
and several hundred miles of canals. 

One of the most important proposals, 
insofar as the dairy belt is concerned, is 
a skyline waterway along the Coast Range 
hills. This plan would bring under irriga- 
tion a vast strip of new land, which is 
planted chiefly to wheat and barley 
dependent entirely upon the rains. Much 
of this rich soil is adapted to the growing 


" of walnuts, almonds, figs, peaches, prunes 


and apricots. With the irrigation district, 
the West Side cities believe a new fruit 
growing belt could be developed. 

In recent months, engineers have sub- 


mitted a number of reports to ranchers 
and dairymen on costs of the proposed 
water storage district. Estimated costs of 
the dam at Friant vary from $4,500,000 
for a 195-foot dam to store 100,000 acre 
feet, to $18,000,000 for a 325-foot dam 
to store 600,000 acre feet. The smaller 
dam is said to be sufficient for ten years. 

The main irrigation canal for Madera 
County would be constructed from the 
reservoir. West of the San Joaquin River, 
which is the dairy belt, the tentative plan 
is to have the water storage district use 
the network of Miller and Lux canals, 
including the dam at Mendota. This 
water would be taken from the San Joa- 
quin River, after it is released from the 
storage reservoir. 


GOOD COWS PROFITABLE 


During the past years of financial 
depression, dairy products have held up in 
price better than any other product of the 
farm, and have been relatively more profit- 
able. Year in and year out the man who 


adheres to good cows is bound to profit. 

Dairy cows furnish more than three- 
quarters of the beef and veal supply of the 
country. 


COWS AND CANALS HAVE BUILT CITIES IN WESTERN MERCED COUNTY, 
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Romance of the Barge Canal to the Ocean 


First Dream of Los Banos Pioneers Was to Build a Waterway from 
Tulare Lake to Antioch. 


АТЕК is the romance of Western 
W Merced County, in which is 
located the Los Banos district of 
the San Joaquin Light and Power Corpor- 
ation. Before the Days of Gold, a small 
party of Spanish Padres walked over the 
Coast Range Mountains to gaze upon 
what is today the Garden of the Sun. 
They discovered several pools of water 
and bathed in them. These they named 
Los Banos, meaning The Baths. Since the 
coming of man these pools have not gone 
dry, even in the dryest years. Thus began 
the romance of water. 


DREAM OF A BARGE CANAL 


Later, the first settlers, who came to 
raise sheep and plant grain, dreamed of a 
long barge canal, connecting Tulare Lake 
with San Francisco. There was no 
thought of a railroad in those days. 


The first great dream of the community 
had its inception in 1870 at a mass meet- 
ing of ranchers when the ambitious plan 
was proposed to construct a waterway 
from Tulare Lake, near the present city 
of Lemoore, to Antioch, on San Francisco 
Bay, thus connecting the largest inland 
body of water in the state with the ocean. 
It was to have been a means of transpor- 
tation similar to the famous Erie Canal 
in New York, and with a two-fold pur- 
pose—to irrigate grain land and carry 
barges. 

The total length of the proposed water- 
way was 200 miles, which included use of 
portions of the San Joaquin and Kings 
rivers. Work was started and 40 miles 
was actually constructed from a point on 
the San Joaquin River near the town of 
Mendota to the banks of Los Banos 
Creek, about two miles west of the present 
city of Los Banos. This work was done 
in 1871, and while men and teams were 
digging the canal a number of barges were 
built and held in readiness for transporta- 
tion duties. A few were used, the rest 
rotted on the banks or were cut for fire- 
wood, or other purposes. 


The 40 miles of the barge waterway 
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was named the Old Canal by the settlers. 
It is still being used, not for boats, but for 
irrigation. In 1878, Henry Miller, who 
had moved into the community in the early 
60’s, extended the Old Canal from Los 
Banos to Crows Landing, another 40 
miles, for the purpose of irrigating pasture 
land and alfalfa for raising beef cattle. In 
1898, the New Canal was built by Henry 
Miller without one cent of expense to the 
settlers, who were urged to reap the 
benefits by having their land brought 
under irrigation to increase production. 


COMING OF THE RAILROAD 


Before the coming of the railroad in 
1889, all freight, including lumber for 
homes, barns and business buildings, was 
transported on the San Joaquin River 
by steamboats during high water periods. 
Cargoes were loaded and unloaded along 
the banks. Salt Slough Warehouse was 
the largest stopping place. When the 
grain harvest was over, the sacks of wheat 
and barley were hauled by teams for stor- 
age. If the river went down before all 
the crop was shipped, the remainder had 
to wait in the warehouse until the water 
came up the next spring. Сагроеѕ of 
groceries, lumber, fence posts and barbed 
wire for Miller and Lux were sufficiently 
large to last a year, if necessary on account 
of low water. Some hauling was done 
with horses and mules to and from Gilroy, 
over a narrow and steep road through 
Pacheco Pass. At times the long haul to 
Stockton was made. Today the Pacheco 
Pass road is wide, of easy grade and 
smooth surface. The highway to Stockton 
is paved. 

NEW DREAM IS COMING TRUE 

Another great dream of the community 
is about to come true, 55 years after the 
first dream. The proposal to irrigate a 
half million acres is calling settlers to a 
progressive district where the magic charm 
of water has written so much romance, 
and is destined to spell success in the 
future. 
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Baby City of West Side 


Gustine Is Healthy Infant Nurtured by 10,000 Cows Supporting Two 
Creameries, Milk Condensery and Casein Plant. 


USTINE, the baby city of the West 
Side of Merced County, is a 
healthy infant. This thriving com- 
munity of 1200 population is the trading 
center of a famous dairying belt, compris- 
ing 36,000 acres, dotted with hundreds of 
white barns and comfortable homes. 
While small herds are the rule, the section 
maintains more than 10,000 milk cows. 
FOUR LARGE MILK PLANTS 
Four large milk plants are located at 
Gustine. Two creameries, the Gustine 
Creamery, the only butter making plant 
in Merced County, and the Dairymen’s 
Delivery Association, annually ship butter, 
milk and cream valued at more than a mil- 
lion dollars. The Carnation Milk 
Products Company at Gustine cans 150,- 
000 pounds of milk per day in one of the 
largest and most modern milk canning 


ч t т ” 
RNC I IDA. 
+ й 


plants in the country. The California 
Milk Products Company is another large 


WALNUTS AND CHICKENS AT GUSTINE. 


Thoroughbred White Leghorn chickens among walnut trees. 


(Inset). J. M. Noble and some of the choice 


walnuts grown by him. 
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plant converting skimmed milk from the 
creameries into casein, which is used in the 
manufacture of ivory pyralin, buttons, 
combs and other articles, and into refined 
milk sugar for a large wholesale drug 
concern. This is the only milk sugar 
refinery on the Coast. It is estimated 
that Gustine dairymen receive $200,000 
per month in milk checks. 


STABILITY ASSURED 


Alfalfa is the chief crop in the Gustine 
district, where six and seven cuttings per 
year are not unusual. But the fertile soil 
of this district is adapted to many other 
crops which are bringing about a diversity 
that assures the future stability of the 
country. Poultry does exceptionally well 
because of the cool breezes coming through 
passes in the Coast mountains, tempering 
the summer heat, and on account of an 
absence of fogs. Poultry raisers who have 
gone in for egg production from pure bred 
stock report satisfactory returns, marketing 
through the associations. 

Walnuts and almonds have proven 
profitable and several hundred acres of 
young groves have recently been set out. 
Franquette, Mayette, Payne and Eureka 
walnuts have been tested on the J. M. 
Noble place with excellent results, the 
Eurekas being especially fine. Berries, 
figs and other fruits do well and will be 
more generally planted. The hills are 
covered with barley and other grains that 
give promise of a bumper crop this year. 

The city of Gustine was laid out by 
Henry Miller and is said to be named in 
honor of his daughter. The business 
streets are paved and lined with wide- 
awake mercantile houses supplying prac- 
tically every need of the community. It 
Баз two banks, a live newspaper, a hand- 
some high school, Chamber of Commerce, 
churches and fraternal organizations, all 
indicating progress and prosperity. 

Five miles south of Gustine is the meet- 
ing place of the Cottonwood Farm Center 
having seventy members. А cow testing 
unit is one of the features of this center. 


DOS PALOS MEANS TWO TREES 


In the most southerly point of Merced 
County is the town of Dos Palos, which 
derived its Spanish name from two dead 
trees once marking the site of the 
town. It is the center of a prosperous 
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settlement, dairying and grain raising being 
the chief industries. Some of the finest 
dairy cows on the West Side are in this 
section. The soil is rich and during wet 
seasons the yield of wheat has been as 
much as thirty bushels to the acre. Barley 
production has been even heavier. In 
recent years, some little attempt was made 
to produce rice and cotton. While this 
effort had no organized movement, these 
crops are considered good prospects for the 
future. Fruit trees also are being planted 
in some districts. 

Dos Palos is an old town which has 
been modernized. 1 has а high school, 
grammar school, two banks, good business 
buildings, a weekly newspaper, several 
churches and a splendid public park. The 
population, including that of South Dos 
Palos, is close to 800. Miller and Lux, 
Inc., have large holdings of pasture and 
alfalfa land in the district, where beef 
cattle are' raised by the thousands for the 
markets of California. Miller and Lux 
also have in Dos Palos a branch of their 
Los Banos bank. 

Irrigation is chiefly by gravity system, 
although large areas are irrigated by water 
pumped from the San Joaquin River. 
Residents of Dos ‘Palos look forward to 
the subdivision of large holdings of land 
into tracts of from ten to forty acres. Аз 
part of the diversified farming movement, 
during the past two years, the raising of 
poultry has been recommended, and is 
being successfully carried on by scores of 
farmers. 


Los Banos District of San Joaquin Power extends into 
three counties. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL AT FIREBAUGH, 


FIREBAUGH ONE OF OLDEST 
TRADING POINTS 


In the territory served by the Los Banos 
district of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation, the fourth -town is 
Firebaugh, named after a pioneer. It is 
an old trading point for cattle men and 
grain farmers, the largest buildings being 
the general merchandise store and branch 
bank, owned and operated by Miller and 
Lux. The town has a population of about 
500, and is proud of its fine grammar 
school. A new Catholic church has 
recently been completed. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT IS 
HELPED BY NEW HIGHWAYS 


The main road to the famous Mercy 
Hot Springs leaves the county highway at 
Firebaugh. These hot springs in the foot- 
hills of the Coast Range Mountains have 
been the mecca of thousands who have 
taken the baths to regain their health. One 
highway from Fresno to the coast through 


Roman Catholic Church at Firebaugh. 
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Pacheco Pass goes through Firebaugh and 
Dos Palos. The other paved route is 
through Madera, Califa, and Los Banos, 
passing within a few miles of Dos Palos, 
the connecting link being paved. 

The Yosemite-to-the-Sea highway 
extends from Merced to Los Banos. This 
road is also paved. 

The proposed West San Joaquin state 
highway would extend from Tracy , to 
Ventura on the coast, thus relieving the 
heavy travel of the east side route, and 
bringing thousands of tourists through 
Gustine, Los Banos, and Dos Palos. 


ELECTRICITY CHANGES 
DAIRY INDUSTRY 

One of the very important aids to the 
dairying business today is electricity. Safe 
light ranks first as an electrical conven- 
ience. Dairying calls for considerable 
artificial light, the morning milking taking 
place any time between 2:00 a. m. and 
sunrise, while the evening milking hours 
often extend after nightfall. Electric 
lamps can be turned on instantly, light all 
the field of operations and the danger from 
the use of lanterns is removed. 

The electrically-driven cream separator 
and milking machines have proved their 
economy and efficiency. The labor prob- 
lem of dairying is greatly simplified by the 
use of labor saving machinery. The milk- 
ing machine will milk any ordinary cow 
in less than one-half the time required for 
hand milking. The electric motor on the 
cream separator makes it possible for one 
man to separate four times more cream 
than can be separated by hand. 


* How to Invest Your Money" 


Ву BAYARD Dominick, 
President, Better Business Bureau of New York City. 


during life lies, to a greater degree 

than we like to admit, within our- 
selves. To save and to build upon what 
we save, year after year, no matter how 
small the amount, is largely a matter of 
character. That brings a modest fortune 
within the reach of most men. Small 
savings soundly invested and re-invested, 
with the accumulations of 
dividends regularly re-invested, soon grow 
into large savings. 

That is the principle by which savings 
banks grow. It is the principle upon 
which investors should operate. The man 
who deposits $50 without interest, monthly 
over a period of forty years, will have 
saved, by the end of the fortieth year, 
$24,000. It is something, then, just to 
save regularly. The $50, however, 
invested safely with interest of 5 per cent, 
re-invested every six months, if allowed to 
accumulate over a forty-year period, will 
grow to $74,500. The same relative 
opportunity is open to the man who can 
save only $10 monthly. To save, to 
invest, to  re-invest,—these should Ье 
ambitions made real by every man who 
earns. 

To get ahead materially, a man must 
have an investment program and, except 
as he can stiffen the requirements, adhere 
tc it as he would to a principle of life. 
What the program is, depends upon 
circumstances. It will not be the same for 
all men. The two primary things to 
consider in making up a program are 
(1) the amount that should reasonably be 
set aside each month, taking into account 
the monthly income and the nature of 
family responsibilities and (2) the kinds 
of investment most appropriate for the 
purposes in mind, taking into account the 
future uses to which the funds may pos- 
sibly be turned. 

Assuming that a man has adequately 
protected his family by insurance, for 
example, he might reasonably make it part 
of his investment program to put his 
savings in a savings bank until he gets his 
first $1,000. His second $1,000 may well 


Ts attainment of a small fortune 
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go into building and loan association 
shares, particularly if home-ownership 
appears to be a logical step for him. His 
third $1,000 may be put into United States 
Government, State or Municipal bonds. 
His fourth $1,000 could appropriately be 
put into gilt-edged railroad bonds, gilt- 
edged public utility bonds, or gilt-edged 
railroad or public utility preferred stocks, 
or bank stock, or into guaranteed first 
mortgage real estate bonds, taking great 
care in these selections. His fifth $1,000 
may be invested in thoroughly sound 
industrial bonds or preferred stocks. 
Finally, the sixth $1,000 for him who 
feels justified at this stage in increasing 
the risk, may be put into dividend-paying 
railroad or public utility common stocks 
of established reputation. 

The man who works out some such plan 
as this may learn a great deal about invest- 
ments, and without losing his money. 
What is more, he will acquire habits neces- 
sary for the building of his own small 
fortune. 

[This is the first article in a series which sets out in 
common sense terms some of the primary principles of 
investing, in a way which the average citizen will find 
useful in solving his own problems and in protecting 
himself against some of the pitfalls which snare unin- 


formed and careless men and women. The second 
article will appear next month.—The Editor.] 


Our Job — 
WE cannot — like 


other 


institutions — select our 
own time for serving the pub- 
lic. In return for its patronage 
the community demands twen- 
ty-four hour service every day 


in the year and looks to us for 
an uninterrupted delivery of 
that service. 


A message to those 

who are helping to 

make this business а 
success, 


A. EMORY WISHON 
GENERAL MANAGER 


Los Banos, West 5. 


N the year 1919 and agait - 
from serious fires which 2. 
ness district. Many Бег: 

the scenes of the ruins. Ме 
done during the past four ye:- 


Left.—Sixth and I Streets, show- і 
ing Bank of Los Banos and new 
Oberon Hotel. 


Above.—Panoramic view of the City of Los Banos from 
city water tower. 


Methodist Church Residences of L 
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Side Dairy Center 


|a іп 1922 Los Banos suffered 
з almost wiped out the busi- 
autiful buildings now mark 
~st of this building has been 
wars. 


Right.—Sixth Street, looking east. 
= Odd Fellows Building in right 
foreground. 


Los Banos 
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- Joseph’s Catholic Church 


Masonic Temple 
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of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. И 
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will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 
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THE PROMISE OF 1925 


Sales Manager А. M. Frost in his latest 
Bulletin of New Business News, says in 
his opening sentence: 

"Everything points to an enormous 
increase in the business for the year 1925." 

He follows this with detailed reports 
from all districts. From each of them 
comes the same story—more home lighting 
installations, more ranges and water 
heaters, more farm pumps, more motors 
for industry. 

It looks like a busy, progressive year for 
the electrical industry. And that means 
that 1925 will be a busy, progressive and 
prosperous year in all directions. Business 
in general is on the up grade; agriculture 
is recovering from its slump; farmers are 
diversifying crops and materially profiting 
by doing it. ‘This should be a big year for 
all California and particularly a good year 
for the San Joaquin Valley and the Coast 
counties of our system. 


LOS BANOS 


This edition of San Joaquin Power 
Magazine is devoted to Los Banos, the 
leading dairying district of our system. 
Los Banos is one of our small districts, 
but there is none giving promise of greater 
development. Around the little city lies 
a half million acres of land unsurpassed 
in fertility. This land’s one need is water 
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and plans are now in the making to put 
the water upon it. The time is not far 
distant when Los Banos will be one of our 
big districts and when that kingdom of a 
half million acres of raw land will be 
green with the foliage of intensive produc- 
tion. 

Contemplating the Los Banos of the 
future is, however, but little more interest- 
ing than contemplating the Los Banos of 
the past. San Joaquin Valley history was 
made here. It was a settlement before 
many of our bigger valley towns were 
born. Before the railroad came it was a 
valley freighting center, with flat-bot- 
tomed steamers bringing goods up the San 
Joaquin River to its wharf. Long after 
industry and small farms had changed life 
in other valley communities, Los Banos 
remained a picturesque “cowboy” town. 
And even today, when it is as keen, as 
progressive, as modern as any of its sister 
cities, there hangs over it still some of that 
picturesqueness, a flavor of the romance 
of the days of the cattle barons. 


SERVICE PINS 


More of those little gold service pins 
are appearing throughout the ranks of our 
organization.. They are proudly worn, 
too, not only by those who were personally 
presented with them by Mr. A. G. 
Wishon at the Bakersfield banquet in 
October, but by those who have received 
them more informally since on their com- 
pletion of five years of service. 

The pride of the wearer of the service 
pin is the justifiable pride of one who 
knows he has "made good" on his job. 
He has demonstrated not only his loyalty 
to his employers and his interest in his own 
particular work, but his efficiency in that 
work. Мо man and no woman who does 
inefficient, haphazard, clock-watching work 
stays in any one employment for five years. 

It has long been the boast of San 
Joaquin employees that ours is a happy 
family and that we seem always to be 
working with the management rather than 
merely for it. We have boasted, too, that 
San Joaquin doesn't expect loyalty with- 
out giving loyalty in return. And that 
loyalty is expressed in life insurance for 
each of us, in the medical benefit plan, in 
the annual vacations, in the promotion of 
social gatherings, entertainment and recrea- 
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tion, in an interest in the individual which 
is rarely found in an organization of such 
size. 

The service pin ties the management 
and the employee more closely together. It 
is the management’s testimonial of regard 
for the employee; it is the employee’s 
evidence that he has merited regard. The 
winning of a service pin should be the 
ambition of every new employee; the 
adding of an additional star for each five 
years of service should be the ambition of 
those who have already won the pin. For 
every service pin says for its wearer to the 
world: 

“I have worked long and faithfully and 
efficiently for ту company. J have 
played a part in its success. I have helped 
in its past, and I am working for its 
future. I am proud to be one of the San 
Joaquin family." 


FRESNO NEXT 


Next month we shall devote the 
magazine to the Fresno district. It will 
be a somewhat-different Fresno tale that 
we shall have to tell, too. We shall not 
deal with the Fresno of raisins, peaches, 
figs, etc., but with the Fresno of Industry. 
"There is a Fresno of humming motors and 
whirring wheels, a manufacturing Fresno 
with hundreds of busy hands, and big 
payrolls, and rich promise, that we too 
rarely think of. San Joaquin Power 
Magazine will high-light this particular 
Fresno in its next issue. 


PUMPING EQUIPMENT MEN 
SEEK HIGHER STANDARDS 


Improved and uniform standards of 
installation for electrified pumping plants 
was a leading topic of discussion at the 
recent San Jose meeting of the Western 
Irrigation Equipment Association. 

As a result of the discussion, it is now 
proposed to appoint a committee made up 
of power company representatives, a mem- 
ber of the State Railroad Commission's 
engineering department, and an equipment 
dealer, to work up a uniform standard of 
electrical requirements. The Association 
now has a date book on operating rules 
and regulations, use being made in it of 
some of the standards and data in the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation’s 


Google 


19 


operating rules and regulations. It was 
brought out at the San Jose meeting that, 
while there is an increasingly keen appreci- 
ation of the value of high standards in 
wiring, members of the association are fre- 
quently called upon to bid on jobs in 
territory remote from their headquarters 
and where wiring standards are established 
with which they are not familiar. 

Several months ago the Association 
amended its by-laws to admit power com- 
panies to membership, and the mutual 
problems of the equipment men and the 
power companies are in consequence now 
being given careful study. А. M. Frost, 
sales manager, represents the San Joaquin 
Company's membership, and is a regular 
attendant at the Association's meetings. 

It will be recalled that the Association 
held a meeting in Fresno in October, a 
feature of the entertainment being a trip 
to Kerckhoff Power House as guests of 
the San Joaquin Company. 

'That a high sense of business ethics 
animates the Western Irrigation Equip- 
ment Association may be gathered from 
reading its constitution. The high lights 
are set forth in the constitution's opening 
paragraphs, which set forth that the pur- 
pose of the Association is: 

“1. То promote the welfare of its members. 

“2. То distribute among them the fullest 
information obtainable in regard to all mat- 
ters affecting the merchandising, installation 
and servicing of pumping machinery and con- 
nected equipment; to issue engineering and 
data sheets required in the business of selling, 
installing, and servicing of irrigation equip- 
ment; and to collect data and information 
relating to the business. 

“3. То aid in bringing about more friendly 
relations between members and prospective 
members of this organization and with others 
with. whom they may come in business contact. 

"4. To conduct a campaign of education 
that the buying public may be made fully 
aware of the possibilities of our great State 
under intelligent and thorough irrigation; of 
the superiority of artificial irrigation to uncer- 
tain rainfall and climatic conditions; and of 
the large returns that proper irrigation equip- 
ment may be made to yield. 

"5. To assist in marketing high grade 
irrigation equipment of American manufacture. 

"6. 'To elevate the standard of installation 
and housing of irrigation equipment. 

"7. 'To exercise a corrective influence in 
the use of proper selling methods, eliminating 
the over .rating and  misrepresentation of 
irrigation equipment as marketed by members 
of this association. 

"8. 'To encourage the "Golden Rule" prac- 
tice among members of this Association." 


Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters' Notes. 


BAKERSFIELD 


ALBERTA Love Lracu, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES 


The K. V. A. Club held its annual Christmas 
party in the old Elks’ Hall, Friday night, 
December 19, which was attended by more 
than three hundred employees, friends and 
families. The hall was gayly decorated in 
holiday colors, greenery and mistletoe, and a 
huge Christmas tree, beautifully lighted, set 
the place aglow. The first hour was devoted 
to an interesting program, which was thor- 
oughly enjoyed, and then came Santa Claus! 
Jolly old St. Nick remembered all the younger 
“Kilowatts” and some of the grown folks too. 
After the distribution of the gifts and the 
disappearance of Santa Claus, the remainder 
of the evening was given over to dancing, the 
music for the occasion being furnished by our 
own orchestra. This was voted the greatest 
party in the history of К. У. А. || 

The Welfare Association held their annual 
election of officers and banquet at the Midway 
Steam Plant on December 15. J. A. Ware was 
elected president, A. Г. Pomeroy, vice-presi- 
dent, and Liston Powell, secretary-treasurer. 
The meeting was well attended, а number of 
guests from both Fresno and Taft being pres- 
ent, who were as follows: М. E. Newlin, 
F. A. Easton, Victor R. Frazee and E. J. Craw- 
ford from Fresno, and W. A. Brooks, George 
Ingersoll and О. A. Kommers from Taft. 

There was much excitement about 8 a. m. 
on the morning of December 10 when the 
heroism of one of our fellow employees was 
made known. Violet Chidgey came to the 
office at 7:30 that morning, fortunately 
unusually ambitious, and discovered that the 
connection on one of the gas heaters had 
broken loose and set the floor near the stove 
in our main office on fire. Violet didn't call 
out the fire department, but efficiency operated 
an extinguisher until she succeeded in putting 
out the flames and thus saved the day and 
the building. Evelyn Riggs kept her foot over 
the hole in the floor until a carpenter was 
secured, so that nobody minded the draft! 

Chloris Bender, Anna De Courcy and R. J. 
Tilson were among those from this district 
who witnessed the Stanford-Notre Dame foot- 
ball game at Pasadena on January 1. 

Edward Fillmore Millard, who began his 
services with the Power Company many years 
ago, even before it was San Joaquin Power, 
and who has in recent years been connected 
with the commercial department, is back at 
his duties after a leave of absence of several 
months. 

District Manager D. L. Wishon has returned 
from a short business trip to Fresno. 

Miss Marie Reeves is filling the position 
left vacant by the resignation of Miss Lilas 
Wallen. 
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C. D. Hampton, garage stockman, was the 
last person in the Bakersfield District to take 
a vacation. He enjoyed his "гезі during the 
last of December. 

S. B. Patterson, Herb Minor and C. H. Gil- 
crest of Fresno were visitors in this district 
during the holidays. 

The girls in the Bakersfield District Office 
recently received a wonderful box of chocolates 
from F. A. Easton, but not from F. A. Easton, 
Senior. They were from Mr. Easton, Junior. 
'The girls are very anxious to meet this young 
gentleman and hope that his papa will bring 
him around. 

Among the pre- 
Christmas sur- 
prises within the 
local organization 
was the арреаг- 
ance of an exquis- 
ite platinum- 
mounted diamond 
engagement ring 
upon the finger of 
one of our most 
popular members. Bess Johnston, stenographer 
in the electrical department, is wearing the 
ring which is from Lee R. Williams of Taft, 
former company employee. While the date of 
the wedding has not been announced, the well 
wishes and congratulations of the entire district 
are extended to the young couple. 

R. E. L. (“Bob”) Garner, dispatcher, has 
sold his home in the Kellogg Acres. They have 
surely lost one good booster in that part of 
the country, but they still have Herb St. Mary, 
which means a great deal. 

Harold Hurt, clerk in the electrical depart- 
ment, is doing nicely after his trip south again, 
where he spent Christmas with relatives(?). 

Charlie Lightner and Clinton Armstrong 
represented the electrical department at the 
Fresno Christmas tree, while Evelyn Riggs and 
De Nize Lohman were delegates from the con- 
sumers’ department. | 

Morris Lee of the gas department has 
accepted a position with the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company in Fresno. 

Walter Keller is back at his duties after a 
long illness. Е 

James Hothersall had the pleasure of a visit 
from his father, Matthew Hothersall, over the 
Christmas holidays. 

The Bakersfield gas department has recently 
put on several large consumers, which include 
the new steam plant for the Kern County High 
School, the new County Hospital, and the new 
Cottonseed Oil Company. 

M. De Vore, bus operator, resigned Decem- 
ber 19 to return to his home in Sacramento 
County. 

А. M. Crawford, car operator, left the com- 
pany January 2 to return to his home in Mis- 
souri. 
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Additions to our personnel during the month 
were L. A. Wagner, bus operator, and H. G. 
Moore, car operator, the latter being a former 
employee of this department. 

We are pleased to be able to report that, 
with the exception of a few minor colds, the 
operating crew went through the past month 
with no sickness. 

D. Jump, dean of the railway, suffered for 
several days with complications due to an 
abscessed tooth, and while there are many men 
who would have gone to the hospital, Dal 
remained on the job and has now practically 
recovered. 

All the B. & К. employees in attendance at 
K. V. A. Christmas party report a most enjoy- 
able time. However, some left early for fear 
that “Асе” Meudell would catch their wives 
under the mistletoe. 


BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 

A. Y. Meudell, superintendent of the Bakers- 
field and Midway Steam Plants, recently suf- 
fered a nervous breakdown and at the present 
is sojourning at Democrat Hot Springs. He 
is reported to be doing remarkably well and 
it is understood that he .will be back to his 
duties soon. 

M. L. Crum, chief operator, 
Year's day in San Francisco. 

R. L. Lewis, chief engineer, spent his vaca- 
tion at home. He has practically lived at the 
Steam Plant for the past eight months, and 
during his vacation, he renewed his acquain- 
tance with his family. 

December being a quiet month for kilowatt 
output at the Bakersfield Steam Plant, the boys 
are doing the repair work making ready for 
next year's run. 

Walter Johnson, not the famous baseball 
pitcher, but the famous steam plant brick man, 
has purchased a new home on Jefferson Ave- 
nue in East Bakersfield. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


Bill Sprayberry spent the New Year in 
Oakland. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Sawyer are being visited 
by Mrs. Sawyer's brother, Robert Blain of 
Tennessee. 

Mrs. M. A. Gilstrap was visited over New 
Year's day by her grand-daughter, Miss Eileen 
Jacobs of Fresno. 

Our New Year's party proved a success, with 
fifty in attendance. The evening was spent 
with cards and dancing. New Year's resolu- 
tions were made by all, and have since been 
broken by the same number. 

Improvement in the appearance of the Steam 
Plant grounds is very noticeable and pleasing 
to passers-by,—thanks to the efforts of our 
gardeners, А. C. Sawyer and James W. Green- 
well. 

Mr. and Mrs. С. 2. Ogden and Mrs. К. О. 
Yates recently spent four days in Pasadena. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Browne are enjoying 
a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Snodgrass of Sugar 
Pine. 

Harry Gilstrap is spending a few weeks 
with his mother while doing construction work 
at the Semi-Tropic substation. 

If conditions are right, it is expected that 
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we will have a masquerade ball at the Club 
House on the 16th of this month. 


KERN CANYON 

Harry Payne, former operator of Power 
House No. 2, has joined our force. Harry will 
be remembered by the old timers of the North- 
ern Division. 

H. N. Kalb of the construction department, 
and G. S. Jacobs, consulting engineer, were 
visitors during the early part of the month. 

Roy Brewer has joined our force again. 
This is Roy's third time to take a position at 
Kern Canyon, with the strange coincidence 
that each time he has started on December 12. 

Mrs. Sarah Porter again showed her culinary 
skill in preparing our Christmas dinner, which 
consisted of turkey and all the Yuletide trim- 
mings. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. McDougall spent their 
Christmas at the home of Mrs. McDougall's 
parents, where Santa Claus treated them right. 

Work has been started on the $4,500 bridge 
across Cotton Wood Creek. This bridge built, 
it will not take long to complete the highway 
between this plant and Bakersfield. We expect 
to have one of the most зсеріс mountain high- 
ways in the State of California. 

Mrs. Sarah Porter spent her days off on the 
Coast, and reports an enjoyable trip. 

B. H. Casebolt was called to Fresno on 
account of his brother's illness during the early 
part of the month. | 

Our old fellow employee, Harry McNamee, 
spent Sunday afternoon and evening with us 
and showed he had not forgotten the game of 
Mah Jongg.* We are anxious to teach the game 
to A. Y. Meudell. 

We are very sorry to have Roy Leavitt leave 
us. Roy won a place in the hearts of all his 
fellow employees. We wish him success in his 
new undertaking. Roy has been lonesome for 
Arizona and Pine where he formerly was 
employed. 


TULE RIVER 


The bridge between the Power House and 
the Forks is being rebuilt, as the old one has 
been in a dangerous condition for some time. 
A crew of men and the steam shovel are also 
widening the road between the Forks and 
Camp Wishon. | 

Operator Addis O'Conner spent his seven- 
day vacation in Porterville visiting his mother 
who resides there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Northrop and son 
spent the holidavs in Porterville during Mr. 
Northrop's vacation. 

Fred Scott and Charlie Lang are at Tule 
repairing No. 1 generator which burned out 
on the night of the 9th. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Birkhead report a 
pleasant Christmas and plenty of snow at the 
Headworks. 

On December 24 a Christmas раму was held 
at the Tule Club House. S. L. Birkhead fur- 
ni*hed a large tree for us, which was placed 
in the center of the Club House and decorated 
by members of the camp. Candy, nuts and 
fruit were plentiful, and refreshments of cake, 
cider and coffee was served. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 15 
VOTED COMPLETE SUCCESS 


The fourth annual Christmas party given 
December 20 by the management to San Joa- 
quin Power employees was the most successful 
ever held in San Joaquin Power Building. The 
Fresno San Joaquin Power Club sponsored the 
affair under the able direction of F. V. Boller, 
president. 

The attendance taxed the capacity of the 
building, two floors and the lobby being used 
to handle the more than 1,100 guests of Mr. A. 
G. Wishon and Mr. A. Emory Wisbon. 

The party began at 7 o'clock and every 
detail was handled without any confusion. 
Arriving guests were ushered into the lobby 
where coats and hats were checked and then 
to the third floor or auditorium. On the third 
floor places were laid for more than 800, prac- 
tically all of the floor being covered with tables 
spread with sandwiches, salad and cake. Hot 
ccffee and chocolate were passed by waiters as 
the guests were seated. In the auditorium a 
mammoth Christmas tree was set opposite the 
entrance, while Christmas decorations gave the 
room a real festive air. Orchestras on the 
third and tenth floors entertained the guests 
during dinner. 

The party on the third floor adjourned to 
the auditorium where Santa Claus, in the 
person of Bill Leavitt of the Fresno City Water 
Ccmpany, distributed candy, fruit and toys to 
350 children. The girls received dolls while 
the boys got horns, and they immediately 
started a demonstration of how well they 
worked. 'The women present received favors 
of boxes of candy. 

The program of entertainment besides selec- 
tions from the orchestra, including dances from 
the Severance School of Dancing. Following 
the program the floor was given over to danc- 
ing. 

The committee in charge of arrangements 
were F. V. Boller, president of the Club, as 
chairman of the committee; Mrs. Lillian 
Broeker, treasurer; Miss Beverley Osborne, 
secretary; and Mrs. Rose Dickson, vice-presi- 
dent of social activities, assisted by Miss Jean 
Peterson, Miss Orene Hastings, Miss Mae 
Booten; E. K. Barnum, Martin Kearns and 
J. B. Carter. The decorations were done by 
J. U. Berry, advertising manager of the Valley 
Electrical Supply Co. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


MARGARET MacGirLivRAY, Reporter. 


There were Christmas trees and parties 
galore around the organization on December 
23 and 24 and enough Santa Clauses to make 
the most credulous of us doubt our favorite 
bed time story. E. C. Van Buren, A. M. Frost, 
M. E. Newlin, E. A. Quinn, A. B. Carpenter 
and G. S. Jacobs were judged by their fellow 
employees on their respective floors to bear 
the greatest resemblance to the Santa Claus 
in Gottschalk's advertisement and «о were 
chosen to distribute the gifts, useful and other- 
wise, and the usual advice, which they did in 
a right saintly manner. All the parties were 
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voted a success, second only to the Annual 
Christmas party of December 20. 

Speaking of Santa and Christmas presents, 
Frank Easton of the stock sales department 
certainly got a mighty fine one. On December 
21, Frank A. Easton, Junior, arrived to be a 
playmate to his sister, Roberta, who is six 
years old and thinks Frank, Jr. very much 
nicer than her best doll. 'The occasion called 
for copious quantities of cigars, candy and 
congratulations. 

On January 1 opens the season for diamond 
rings, and there are two brand new ones in 
the organization that have come to our notice. 
Grace Priest of the inspection department is 
wearing one of which Bill Haire of the Valley 
Electric is the donor. Anita Putz of the steno- 
graphic department, betrothed to Benjamin 
Jackson formerly of this city, wears the other 
one. 

The members of the inspection department 
called December 24 on Miss Catherine Whit- 
aker formerly of that department, who has 
been confined to her home by illness since 
January, 1923. As a Christmas gift, the depart- 
ment presented Miss Whitaker with a maga- 
zine subscription, which she will undoubtedly 
enjoy. Though still under doctors’ care, Miss 
Whitaker hopes for a speedy recovery as do 
her many friends in San Joaquin Power. She 
wished to be remembered to all her friends 
with the company and has expressed her appre- 
ciation to those who called by means of attrac- 


tive cards. 

Hail to Gladys Moffatt, the Cross-word 
Puzzle Expert! — Gladys just dotes on cross- 
word puzzles and no wonder, for she recently 
won first prize in the Eastern Outfitting- 
Kinema puzzle, which ran in a local paper. 
The prize is a beautiful Peter Pan dress. If 
yon don’t know what a Peter Pan dress is, 
just watch Gladys’ wardrobe,—that’s what we 
are doing. Just a short time ago, she won 
tickets to the Liberty for solving a puzzle in 
the Bee. 

Mrs. Anna Smith, filing clerk, who has been 
absent due to illness for several months, is back 
at her desk again, we are glad to announce. 

Mrs. Leona Gourget is absent from the office 
because of the severe illness of her sister. 

Margaret Kruse Russell resigned from the 
company during the latter part of December. 

David Sheidt, elevator driver, has been 
transferred to the basement as file clerk, fill- 
ing the place vacated by Bob Bell, who was 
transferred to the eighth floor. Martin Peter- 
sen takes David’s place on the elevator. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 
Garretr Улм Buren, Reporter. 

We had a Christmas tree, too. E. C. Van 
Buren substituted for Mr. S. Claus who was 
unable to be present. Each employee on the 
second floor received a handsome gift in the 
shape of a whatnot or a doojigger. After the 
distribution of the entire Woolworth store stock, 
our District Manager, P. B. Wilson, made a 
short talk which was enthusiastically received. 
We don’t claim credit for originating the 
Christmas tree idea, but we'll lay a modest 
wager that no tree ever played the principal 
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role in so hilarious a party as did the Sequoia 
Gigantia which graced our floor. Some one 
smuggled a vest pocket phonograph in, but its 
feeble squeaks could not break through the din 
that arose when the presents were disgorged. 

Wm. Gross,has been transferred from his 
collectorship on the outside to an inside job 
in the same department. Не says the inside 
work is very nice during this kind of weather, 
but expects that his feet will itch and his 
morale will run low when spring blossoms 
forth. His place has been filled by Jim Taylor. 
Jim's promotion made necessary the hiring of 
a new man—Dewey Fisher. 

Three new men were taken on as meter 
readers. They are: John Popp, Norval Simp- 
son, and Louis Linxwiler. ‘These new men 
were made necessary by  resignations and 
transfers of the old meter men. 

Alanson Randol, formerly a meter reader, 
has been transferred to the Operating Depart- 
ment of Fresno District. He will be assistant 
to Jim Heaslett, our one-man surveying party, 
filling a vacancy caused by recent transfers in 
the operating department. 

On account of the increased work attending 
the annual transfer of the consumers’ ledger 
sheets, Miss Marie Oakland and Miss De 
Letta Williams have been temporarily added 
to the consumers’ department. Mrs. Г. Bige- 
low and Miss Faye Adams are new employees 
filling permanent positions made vacant by 
transfers. 

Miss Jule Gleason has been transferred 
from the consumers’ department to the general 
sales department. 

Bill Cunningham took the last week of his 
last year's vacation last month. Sounds funny, 
but Bill did it anyhow. W. Pierpont Early 
handled the busy end of the pneumatic tubes 
during Bill's absence. 


PRIZE WINNERS GET CHECKS. 


District Manager P. B. Wilson presents checks to 
Fresno prize winners in Better Home Lighting Essay 
Contest. Miss Edna Ohman (center) and Miss Elnora 
Gill are seniors in St. John's School. Miss Ohman won 
first district prize of $75 and Miss Gill won second 
district prize of $50. 
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P. B. Wilson presented the first and second 
prizes in the Home Lighting Essay Contest to 
the winners in this district a few nights ago. 
The winners are both students in the St. John’s 
Catholic School. The presentation was made 
during a Christmas entertainment at the school. 
Mr. Wilson's address was enthusiastically 
received. 

Gene McLain of the consumers’ department 
spent Christmas in Bakersfield. James Geof- 
frey Gleason of the collection department also 
went to the Southern center of population for 
his winter holiday. 

Clint Worden went to San Francisco over 
the holidays. Mrs. Worden accompanied him, 
so it was all right. 


CONSTRUCTION AND SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT 


BEVERLEY ОЗВОВХЕ, Reporter. 

“Chuck” Thode has been suffering from a 
surplus of tonsils until recently. А week's 
absence from work was necessary to have them 
removed. 

We are pleased to have George Taafe back 
on the job who is looking quite well after an 
operation for appendicitis on December 10. 

G. E. Smith was married very quietly on 
December 20. The above meager information, 
is all that has been learned regarding the 
affair. 

'The service department was visited by Santa 
Claus during the afternoon of December 23 
and distributed lots of presents and much 
jollity among the crew. District Manager 
P. B. Wilson was among those present. 

Frank McCamish had as his guest December 
24 to January 5, Harley Freeland, his old 
boyhood pal from Missouri. Harley is a musi- 
cian in the band on the Battleship West 
Virginia. 


MADERA 


Grace PHILLIPS, Reporter. 

The Power Company Baseball team met the 
Associated Oil Company team on December 28, 
again defeating them with a score of 6 to 5. 
The best brand of baseball in the series so 
far was exhibited by both teams. George 
Footman was the star of the game, taking every 
chance that came and also making three good 
stops. Schmidt for the Oilers played a hard 
game. 

This completed the series for 1924, our team 
winning all four games from the Associated Oil 
Company. They are now planning the next 
series for 1925, having been challenged by the 
Standard Oil Company team. They have made 
a wonderful showing so far but are anticipat- 
ing a much harder contest in the coming series 
as the Standard boasts of several .semi-profes- 
sionals in their team. 

Miss Pansy Phillips and Mrs. James McMil- 
lan were added to the office force for several 
weeks to help with transferring to the new 
ledgers. 

W. B. Wilson is a new employee. 
official title is assistant storekeeper. 

Those from this district who attended the 
Christmas party in Fresno were Messrs. and 


His 


DECEMBER, 1924 


Mesdames J. E. Barrett, G. V. Footman and 
family, F. J. Hosler and family, J. A. Mulkey, 
B. H. Catching and family, J. W. Jones, E. D. 
Scott, W. L. Harris, Mrs. Earl McCrory and 
daughter Katherine, and Miss Edna Lewis. 

Maurice Powell spent Christmas in Santa 
Cruz visiting relatives and friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Mulkey spent Christmas 
in Stockton. Mr. Mulkey reports a doubly 
cool reception. Before sunrise he went out to 
a nearby rice field to locate some ducks as he 
was anxious to try out a brand new gun. By 
some unhappy chance he crashed through some 
ice and found himself at the bottom of a five- 
foot excavation that was filled with water. He 
got out all right and was sneaking along a 
canal bank when some ducks flew by. He 
fired but the new gun promptly kicked back- 
ward landing Mr. Mulkey in the icy canal. (If 
anyone wants to purchase a good L. C. Smith 
gun, we hear there's one for sale at a bargain). 

Whatever the festivities New Year's Eve, 
we noticed that everyone stasted the New Year 
right by being early to work January 2, 1925. 


CORCORAN 


ELINOR HEMMINGSEN, Reporter. 2 


Those from Corcoran District who attended 
the Fresno Christmas party were E. D. Shields 
and family, George Titensor and family, Larry 
Jones and family, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Far- 
rell, Fred Taylor and H. Weiss. 

Mrs. Viva Reid, our congenial clerk in the 
Lemoore office, spent Christmas in Oakland. 
She claims not to have been frightened at 
trolley cars while there and reports a very good 
time. 

I. E. Short spent a pleasant Christmas in 
Pasadena. 

Others who took vacations during Christmas 
season are Fred Taylor, George Titensor, H. 
L. Boss and Ed Gallion. 

Ben Bishop is de- 
veloping some speed on 
Pd his new job as sales- 
man,—in fact, so much 
that he was pinched 
for speeding. Being in 
his own car when 
arrested makes it im- 
"possible for him to 
convince us that he 
Hi was after new busi- 

ness. 

Fred C. Carroll, our district manager, made 
a pleasant trip to Oakland to attend the Pacific 
Slope Dairy Show, and was a guest at the 
banquet at Hotel Oakland. The Corcoran 
champion cow, Helm Veeman Woodcrest, held 
a special place of honor at the Пашу: Show. 

J. M. Wainscoat was here on a duck hunt 
during the month. It rained while Mr. Wains- 
coat was here, therefore, his trip was very wet. 

L. Turnbull has been added to our list of 
employees, taking the position of storekeeper, 
wbich position was recently vacated by Wm. 
Hannaly. 

Elinor Hemmingsen, our stenographer, spent 
Christmas in Selma. In fact, she spends nearly 


Google 


25 


every week-end there. What we can not under- 
stand is how anyone could spend even a week- 
end in Selma after once having been in Cor- 
coran. 

At the Visalia Poultry Show held December 
12, 13, and 14, Hazen С. Redfern, district 
manager, won six first prizes, four seconds and 
three thirds with his Dark Cornish chickens. 


CRANE VALLEY 
Geo. J. GrrAsoN, Reporter. 


Automobile accidents are the main events 
here this month. On December 13, Jim Gleason 
turned his machine over on its side on “Death 
Curve” on the Clovis-Auberry road. Although 
the windshield and top were badly damaged, 
no one was hurt. Bill Gates wasn't going to 
let Jim have anything on him, so he slid off 
the highway near Tracy, overturning his car 
pinning himself and his mother under it. 
Passersby raised the machine off them, and 
except for a few bruises and being badly shaken 
up both were uninjured. Bill fixed up his old 
car by getting a brand new Maxwell. 

Clyde W. Hart spent Christmas with his 
folks near Farmersville. 

The new steel tower line from No. 1 Power 
House to the Copper Mine sub, which has been 
under construction for some time, was com- 
pleted and tied in at No. 1 on December 20. 

Oscar Stout spent Christmas at his mother's 
home in Fresno. 

A dance was held at No. 1 Club House on 
December 28. Most everyone from No. 1 and 
Kerckhoff were present. Music was furnished 
by Oscar Stout, W. W. Goldsworthy, Eugene 
Martin, and J. E. Lane. Cake and coffee was 
served at midnight and everyone had a good 
time. 

A watch party and dance was held at the 
Kerckhoff Club House on New Year's Eve by 
the Kerckhoff Power Club. A large delegation 
from No. 1 was present and from reports they 
all had a fine time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Peckinpah and son 
Bobbie spent New Year with Miss Jane Visher. 

Mrs. Minnie Lindell of Wasco spent the 
holidays with her daughter, Mrs. Eugene Mar- 
tin. 

Mrs. Ida Higdon, Miss Aldyne Higdon, Miss 
Giadys Heckman, and Alfred Higdon were the 
guests of Miss Jane Visher for a couple of 
days this month. 

Mary Louise Hemmer, who has been attend- 
ing school in Los Angeles, spent the holidays 
with her mother at Crane Valley. 

Frank Rouanzoin is back on the job wearing 
a broad smile since the arrival of little 814- 
pound James Leonard Rouanzoin. Mrs. Rou 
anzoin returned with her baby about the 8th 
of January. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson spent Christ- 
mas with relatives in Dinuba. 

Sunday evening, December 28, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lew Talbot entertained Ernest Arancibia and 
family with a pictured demonstration of the 
“Nativity of The Christ Child.” The room 
darkened except for a tiny lighted candle, 
there was shown the stable and the City of 
Bethlehem on a distant hill. The scene made 
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a most profound impression on the children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Arancibia were given 
a surprise visit by relatives and friends twice 
during the holiday season. The guests for 
Christmas were Mr. and Mrs. Harry Neilson 
of Clovis, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Snodgrass and 
little daughter Elaine, and David H. Blanchard 
of Fresno. The guests for New Year's Eve 
included Mr. and Mrs. Steve Purtyman of 
Northfork, Mrs. R. N. Blanchard and sons, 
Ellsworth and Lawrence, and Mrs. Geo. Hicks, 
all of Hanford. 


MERCED 


ManLE SUMNER, Reporter. 


H. A. Parkin, formerly with the Southern 
California Edison Co., has taken the position 
of assistant storekeeper, which was_ recently 
vacated by Morgan Herron. 

Sylvia Azvedo Edmonston of the Livingston 
office has left the employ of the company and 
intends to go to Oklahoma. Mrs. Edmonston’s 
position is being filled by Mrs. John Hansen. 

Work on the Exchequer Dam is progressing 
rapidly and according to the district engi- 
neers’ report Bent Brothers are keeping right 
up to schedule. Steel towers have been erected 
to a height of 325 feet to support steel cables 
carrying the concrete skips. Concrete is now 
being poured at a rapid pace. А complete 
train load of gravel from the plant below 
Snelling is used daily. This amount will be 
doubled when equipment is installed to permit 
operation at full capacity. The machinery оп 
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Schedule time is being maintained by Bent Brothers' 
use of electrically operated cranes and construction 
towers on concrete work of Merced Irrigation Dam at 


Exchequer. The highest tower stands 365 feet to sup- 
port cables carrying the concrete skips. 
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Electrically operated grading and loading plant in 
gravel pits on Merced River near Snelling provides 
aggregate for Exchequer Dam construction work. 


this big construction job is all electrically 
driven. : 

Some delay and considerable loss was 
occasioned by a fire which recently destroyed 
the kitchen and mess hall of Bent Brothers. 
contractors on the Exchequer job. The mess 
hall had a seating capacity of 400, and together 
with the kitchen and equipment was valued at 
several thousand dollars. A large tent is being 
used during construction of new buildings. 

L. O. Cameron of the construction depart- 
ment spent New Year’s Day in San Francisco 
and other bay cities. While in Berkeley, 
Cameron attended the big game, but from what 
he tells us, we doubt whether he knows who 
won. 

H. Brandin of the Fresno stores department 
paid us a visit and checked the storeroom 
records during December. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO & PASO ROBLES 
І. M. Віснетті, Reporter. 


Lee Wilcox, former foreman's clerk in the 
San Luis Obispo office, has accepted a position 
as range salesman with the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company. Не is to cover the coast 
territory. 

Several changes took place in this office 
during December, Anna Jannsen being pro- 
moted from typist to ledger clerk, and Edith 
Perry from ledger clerk to consumers' clerk. 
Dorothy Walters, a newcomer, is typist. 

After the regular business meeting of the 
Power Club on December 10, the members 
enjoyed a midnight supper at the Dennis 
Restaurant. Plans are being made for a dance 
and dinner at The Cloisters in the near future. 

Guy Dumble, A. M. Frost, J. Wainscoat and 
S. B. Patterson were December visitors from 
Fresno. 

San Luis is quite proud of the record made 
by the district in the Better Home Lighting 
Contest. Patricia Holmes, Atascadero, who is 
just twelve years old and a seventh grade 
pupil, won second prize of $50. Alden Hubert 
of San Luis Obispo won third prize of $25 and 
Majorie May Drake won fifth prize of $5. 

A Christmas party was held for the kiddies 
of the district on Wednesday afternoon, 
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December 24. A lovely tree with Santa Claus 
distributing present was the main event. 
Refreshments were served at the Chocolate 
Den. The party was thoroughly enjoyed by 
the kiddies, large and small. 

A. F. Ivers spent Christmas in Merced. 

During the month of December the line gang 
was kept busy building new service lines. 
Heating and cooking still holds the lead for 
new business. A new creamery at Pismo was 
served with 20 horsepower. Pismo is becom- 
ing recognized as an industrial center as well 
as a summer resort. 


SANTA MARIA DISTRICT 


Котн CAMPBELL, Reporter. 


The Santa Maria District held its annual 
Christmas party December 17 at the Masonic 
Hall, about seventy-five being present. After 
gifts had been distributed to the kiddies by 
Virgil Alexander as Santa Claus, refreshments 
were served, followed by dancing until twelve 
o'clock. The older “kids” enjoyed it as much 
as the younger ones, and only wish that Christ- 
mas came more often. We also had a small 
Christmas tree at the office the day before 
Christmas and everyone bought a twenty-five 
cent present for the lucky person whose name 
he had drawn. Some “wonderful” gifts were 
received and “a good time was had by all." 

Sixteen members of the Santa Maria Dis- 
trict attended the management’s Christmas 
party December 20 at Fresno. To say we had 
a good time would be expressing it mildly, as 
we enjoyed every minute of the trip immensely, 
especially the inspection of the new building 
and the party in the evening. 

Edna Tudor of D. D. Smalley’s department 
spent a two weeks’ vacation over the holidays. 

Howard Evans, who has been employed as 
general clerk for the past several weeks, has 
returned to Berkeley to continue his studies 
at the University of California. 

J. Todd, father of Catherine Todd, suffered 
a stroke of paralysis, but is getting along very 
nicely now. 

Ruth Campbell spent Christmas in Los 
Angeles. 


SELMA 


Case & HENDERSON, Reporters. 

On the morning of December 24 a delegation 
consisting of the entire force walked into 
Howard Young's office apparently on strike. 
Seemingly from the 
midst a long package 
was produced which, 
when unwrapped, 
proved to be a fine 
leather golf bag 
equipped with all the 
accessories which have 
been found to be 
necessary ог  conven- 
ient. It is expected that the use of these 
accoutrements in connection with the caddie 
which they necessitate, will tend to improve 
Young's game; a thing that may bring relief 
or additional anxiety to family and associates. 
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On January 5, Mr. Young, in accordance 
with the. customs of leading merchants, took 
an inventory of the various possessions of his 
office. Many possessions of his ancient prede- 
cessors, some dating from the “dark ages" of 
the electrical business, were disclosed. Such 
material as could unquestionably be declared 
obsolete was consigned immediately to the 
waste basket, while additional property was 
wished off on others to possess or assign (to 
the waste basket) as one might wish. The 
bonfire burned brightly for a few days. 


H. H. Tooker, special 


service representative 
in Caruthers, has as- 
sumed certain public 


duties that when prop- 
erly performed are 
compensated by the 
applause of public 
approval but when 
poorly attended to may 
result in serious injury. 
He is shown in the 
official regalia of the 
Caruthers band. 

Alterations have 
again been made on the 
grounds at the local 
office. The auto sheds 
have been enlarged 
and extended adjacent 
to the alley on the 
property recently ac- 
quired to the north of 
the office. We are now 
occupying the entire 
half block on Sylvia 
Street and planting some shrubs on each side 
of the office. 


The Power Club had the distinction of fur- 
nishing several of the cast in “Tam O'Shan- 
ter,” an amateur theatrical, presented by the 
American Legion on December 19 and 20. 
Those taking part were Marion Phillips, Herb 
Brentlinger, “Tex” Dickson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Foster. 


H. H. Tooker 


SAN JOAQUIN 


VELMA Price, Reporter. 


DeWitt Scott, Kerman agent, who has been 
suffering from a strain of the muscles of his 
back, is reported about well. 

Mrs. J. B. Turner entertained at bridge on 
Saturday evening, December 13., 

We are glad to announce that Henry Olson 
is a new member of the line crew. He is the 
husband of Elsie Olson, one of our clerks. 

All we can hear from the chief clerk is the 
latest jazz hits. Santa was good and left a 
piano at the Turner home. 

San Joaquin district was well represented at 
the Management’s Christmas party in Fresno 
December 20. All report a wonderful time. 

The district is very proud of the new Dodge 
commercial truck, recently placed in service 
here. It is kept looking new all the time, 
despite the rain and mud we have in this 
district. 
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During the month of December, Power 
Salesman Arthur Anderson went back on the 
job, with the result that our connected load is 
showing considerable increase. 

Mrs. P. G. Slingsby and son Leslie were 
down from Oakland to spend the holidays with 
homefolks in San Joaquin. 


FRESNO CITY WATER CORP. 


Marie Wo re, Reporter. 

Following are some of the New Year's resolu- 
tions adopted by C. B. Jackson, superintendent 
of the Fresno City Water Company: 

RESOLVED: THAT 
our policies are pro- 
gressive, but to be pro- 
gressive we must be 
retiring, courteous, effi- 
cient, affable, and work- 
able; 

THAT we will pro- 
mote the welfare of the 
institution we represent 
by loyalty to our super- 
iors and associates and 
fair dealing to the gen- 
eral public which we 
serve; 

ТНАТ we will strive 
by our efforts to make 
1925 a better year than 


i 1924; 

С. B. JACKSON. , 
THAT each and 
everyone of us as individuals will put our 


shoulders to the wheel of organization and 
responsibility to show our appreciation of past 
considerations. 

A merry Christmas for all departments on 
the fourth floor was held in the Fresno City 
Water Corporation office Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 24, with a beautifully decorated tree as the 
center of attraction and Jack Frost playing the 
part of Santa Claus. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 
Hazen С. ВЕРЕЕВМ, District Manager. 

'The rainfall to date has brightened prospects 
and an adequate supply of water for next 
season seems assured. 

A survey of the citrus crop in this district 
shows that the recent cold weather did very 
little damage. 

It is estimated that 15,000 acres of barley 
and wheat have been planted in this district 
this year and the rains have given it a good 
start. With a normal amount of rain the next 
few months, a good crop is expected. 

Applications were received during the month 
for 18414 horsepower for agricultural purposes, 
90 kilowatts in cooking and heating, and four- 
teen lighting installations. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
J. E. Barrett, District Manager. 


During the month of December, eleven agri- 
cultural consumers were served with a con- 
nected load of 6977 horsepower. Joe Carnag- 
gia of Chowchilla installed a one-horsepower 
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motor to operate a milking machine. The 
balance of the agricultural power is for irriga- 
tion purposes. The Valley Feed and Fuel Com- 
pany of Madera was served with 20 horse- 
power industrial power to operate a feed 
grinder. 

Twenty-six lighting consumers were added 
to our lines during the month, and two heating 
and cooking installations, requiring 12 kilo- 
watts, were also made. 

Applications were received during December 
for 290 horsepower agricultural and 406 horse- 
power industrial power, giving promise of 
very good business year for 1925. 

General conditions in the district show 
improvement. Considerable land development 
is going on; many leases have been closed for 
cotton land and several actual sales have been 
consummated. 


DINUBA 


BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 


On the evening of December 9, the Power 
Club members and their families attended a 
card party given at the Dinuba office. The 
party was well attended, and everyone reported 
a very pleasant time. 

Those who attended the Fresno Christmas 
party from Dinuuba district were Mr. and 
Mrs. H. G. Redfern, Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Finch, Chester Adams, Leo Newcomb, and Jack 
Hammond. 

Chester Adams, our debonair chief clerk, 
certainly has discovered something very inter- 
esting in San Diego. He evidently made the 
discovery when he was down there last sum- 
mer on his vacation. He went back Christmas 
and was gone four days. He has since been 
extolling the beauty of San Diego and the won- 
derful sunsets they have. If the writer is any 
judge of symptoms 
Chet is surely en- 
tangled by the seduc- 
tive wiles of some 
southern siren. Chet 
is not to be blamed, 
though, for his sus- 
ceptibility. They have 
been falling since the 
cave lady lured some 
unwary youth into her cave and beaned him 
with the hock bone of a dinosaur. 


CORCORAN DISTRICT 
FreD C. CARROLL, District Manager. 


During the month of December we connected 
fifty-seven horsepower consisting of the follow- 
ing: J. & J. Service Station, 2 horsepower; L. 
F. Rhodes, cement plant, 15 horsepower; Jacob 
Hershey, 772 horsepower; Corcoran Irrigation 
District, 10 horsepower; Harry Watson, 15 
hcrsepower; D. V. Cardosa, 5 horsepower; 
and Jacobs & Klemyer, increase, 212 horse- 
power. 

We connected three ranges as follows: A. E. 
Hutchinson, 8.76 kilowatts; Ben ]. Bishop, 
6 kilowatts; and M. Curti, 8 kilowatts; also, 
thirteen residence and two commercial lighting 
consumers were connected during the month. 
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Here is Essay Which, With Lighting Booklet, 


Won $15,000 House for Portland Girl 
In National Contest 


Ву Тома S. Groo. 
р Е do not keep a horse and buggy simply because our father had one. Instead, 
W we use the new and more serviceable means of travel. The man in the 
office, the factory manager, the contractor, all continually strive to find 
labor-saving devices. They do away with antiquated apparatus and replace it with 
machines for increasing output. Greater production by the individual is a demand 
of the times. К 

Yet when these same men reach their homes the thoughts of advanced methods 
seem left behind. They retain lighting equipment which was probably considered 
the best when it was installed, but which is now obsolete because of the develop- 
ments in the industry and the knowledge of proper lighting learned from experience 
and investigation. 

Careful thought was given to the lighting of our house, and has resulted, I 
believe, in our having a well-lighted home. It is well lighted since each fixture was 
selected to provide sufficient light where it might be needed. А center light gives 
general illumination, while portable lamps placed by easy chairs for reading or 
sewing bring the light directly where desired. А shade in harmony with the fixture 
and the room covers each bulb, but all are dense enough to prevent glare or eye- 
strain. Some are silk and some are parchment, each being adapted to its surround- 
ings. The basement shades are metal. 

Small bulbs are used in decorative lamps to prevent annoying bright spots; 
frosted bulbs, where there is a possibility of their being seen with discomfort. 
Portable lamps are placed on each side of the mirror on the dressing tables and 
brackets on each side of the bathroom mirror to illuminate the features on both 
sides, thus avoiding shadows. The shades prevent a bright light from being 
reflected into the eyes. 

Each room has bulbs in excess of one watt to the square foot, and since the 
walls are light, very little light is absorbed by them, thus avoiding the necessity of 
larger bulbs. 

The center fixture in the living room has two 150-watt bulbs. There are two 
floor lamps and one table lamp, each containing two 40-watt bulbs. Two brackets 
over the mantel and two small decorative lamps each have a 15-watt bulb. Four 
single convenience outlets permit rearranging the furniture. 

A fixture with four 40-watt bulbs hangs 26 inches above the dining-room 
table, while 15-watt candles are at each side of the buffet. А double convenience 
outlet is under the table and another by the buffet. 

Our kitchen is lighted by a 150-watt ceiling fixture with a 40-watt lamp over 
the sink. Appliances may be attached to a double convenience outlet. 

Each of the two bedrooms has a 40-watt ceiling fixture, a 40-watt stand lamp 
each side of the mirror and a 40-watt lamp at the head of the bed. The three 
double convenience outlets make rearrangement of the furniture easy. 

The two 40-watt brackets by the bathroom mirror furnish sufficient light. 
The 40-watt center fixture is unnecessary because of the smallness of the room. 
'The double convenience outlet is for appliances. 

'The basement has 40-watt lamps in the trunk room, in front of the furnace 
and at the coal pile. А 100-watt lamp is over the laundry tubs. А double conven- 
ience outlet is available for appliances. Two 40-watt lamps should be placed over 
the workbench to prevent shadows on the work. 

Our long hall has a 40-watt ceiling fixture and a 40-watt bracket. 
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A WiRELESS PROBLEM 

“I never for the life of me," observed 
Mrs. Callahan to Mrs. Casey, "could 
understand about this wireless telegraph 
thing.” 

“Why,” said Mrs. Casey, "it's as plain 
as day. They just send the messages 
through the air instead of over wires." 

“Sure, I know that,” continued Mrs. 
Callahan, "but how do they fasten the air 

‚ to the poles?”—Everybody’s Magazine. 


THE РомтЕ Wonrp 
Mother: You shouldn’t behave that 
way with a young man! 
Daughter: But, Mother, it’s done in 
the very best advertisements.—Life. 


Мотнимс To Work ON 


“Did you 'ear that Mrs. Jones won a 
vacuum cleaner in a competition?” 

“No; did she?” 

“Yes, but she says it ain’t no good to 
'er. She ain't got no vacuums.”—London 
Answers. 


MISTAKEN IDENTITY 


“So Bill got nipped in the stock market. 
How did it happen?” 


“Oh, the usual case of a lamb mistaking 


himself for а fox.”—Boston Transcript. 


СнАМСЕ To МАКЕ Соор 
Lady (at Баск доог) —“Үоч an actor? 
You don't look it. What did you do on 
the stage?" 
Tramp—‘Impersonations. I could im- 
personate anything. Just let me inside 
your pantry, for instance, and I'll give a 


perfect impersonation of a vacuum 
cleaner." 
"Indeed? Well, here's my pet blood- 


hound. Let's see you give an impersona- 
tion of Zev.”—A merican Legion Weekly. 


Google 


IMPORTANT QUESTION 


An old lady was having an electric 
cooker demonstrated to her very thor- 
oughly. One wondered, in fact, that so 
many things could be said about an electric 
cooker. 

At the end of it she turned to the clerk 
and asked: “Now, tell me, young man, 
where do you turn the gas on?"— Good 
Hardware. 


THE WEAKER SEX 


“They tell me Simpson had quite a scrap 
with his wife last night.” 

“What was wrong with him?” 

"[ didn't hear." 

*Liquor, do you suppose ?" 

"No, she licked him." — American 
Legion Weekly. 


РЕОУЕр 


She—"I showed father the verses you 
sent me! He was pleased with them!" 

He—"Indeed! What did he say?" 

She—"He said he was delighted to find 
that I wasn't going to marry a poet!"— 
Vikingen ( Christiania). 


FuLLY EQUIPPED 


“I never saw but one man,” said Uncle 
Bill Bottletop, “that I thought had a 
chance foolin' with bootleg liquor. He 
was a sword-swallower and his wife was 
a snake-charmer.”—Washington Star. 


Nor So Loxc 


WANTED—Room and board in pri- 
vate family near Vgn. Ry., for my wife; 
no children, for about 6 months. Refer- 
ence Vgn. Ry. yard office.—Classified Ad. 
in the Roanoke (V a.) Times. 


Give Prompt Attention 


Look out for January colds! This is 
the time of year when colds are most 
prevalent. Seeds are now being sown for 
deaths from pneumonia that will occur in 
January, February and March. ‘These 
diseases which blot out 
an average of 150,000 
lives a year in the United 
States and Canada fre- 
quently develop from 
neglected colds. Out of 
every seven who get 
pneumonia one person 
dies. As many people die 
each year from pneumonia 
as from tuberculosis. 
Year after year the same 
thing happens. 

Do not neglect a cold. 
A cold in the head is not 
a simple, trifling annoy- 
ance but a real disease 
with a medical name— 
coryza. Іа addition to 
the danger that pneu- 
monia may develop, a 
cold often leads to chronic 
catarrh of the nasal pas- 
sages, to ear trouble end- 
ing in deafness, to chronic 
bronchitis and inflamma- 
tion of the bony cavities of the face. 
A neglected cold may even prepare the 
way for serious heart trouble. 

The first noticeable symptoms of 
diphtheria, typhoid fever, measles, scarla- 
tina, whooping cough or smallpox may 
appear as a cold. A person suffering from 
what seems to be an innocent cold may 
pass on to someone else a fatal attack of 
one of these diseases. If you or your 
children are suffering from colds stay 
away from other people until you are cer- 
tain that the "cold" is not an infectious 


disease. This decent precaution will 
prevent many serious epidemics and save 
many lives. 


A cold is an inflammation of the mucous 
membrane which settles upon the point of 
least resistance—the nose, throat, or gastro- 
intestinal tract. Sudden changes in tem- 
perature, drafts and exposure to damp and 
cold, breathing stale air and street dust— 
these are direct causes of colds. 


Google 


to That Cough or Cold 


Lack of fresh air and sufficient exercise 
to keep the skin and body healthy, lack of 
sleep and rest, over-indulgence in rich 
indigestible food—these are indirect causes 
of colds. 


(HOLD HIM IM 
4 COMING 


Kecp out of His Clutches. 


To take cold easily is to advertise that 
your living habits are wrong. By follow- 
ing simple health rules you are likely to 
keep well. But if in spite of all your care, 
you do take a cold—do not treat it lightly. 
See your doctor. Remember, it is not a 
sign of weakness but a mark of wisdom 
never to neglect a cold. 


WATCH GAS CONNECTIONS 
AND ELECTRIC CORDS 

Portable gas stoves and tubes should be 
carefully inspected before lighting as there 
is danger from fire and poisoning from 
leaking gas. 

This brings up the subject of lamp cords 
and other electric cord extensions. Regu- 
lar inspection should be given them to 
detect breaks in the insulation. Exposed 
wires or worn insulation can cause trouble 
if not given attention. ‘There is no danger 
from the use of gas or electricity if a little 
precaution is taken. 
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“Faith Moves Mountains But Smiles Move Меп” 


First Prize Slogan by Frances Pratt, Fresno Office Girl. Four San 
Joaquin Power Employees Get Prizes. 


OUR of the twelve prizes offered by Journal of Electrictiy, San Francisco, was 


the Courteous Service Club for 
slogans and stories were won by San 
Joaquin Power em- 


ployees. In the con- 
tet, San Joaquin 
Power employees 


sent in fifty out of 
the 180 slogans and 
stories submitted. 
'The first prize of 
$10 for a slogan was 
won by Frances 
Pratt of the Fresno 
Office with "Faith 
Moves Mountains 
but Smiles Move 
Men." The second 
prize of $5.00 was 
won by H. A. 
Walker of the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company at Stockton with the Slogan 
“Smiles Go Where Grouches Fear to 
'Tread." 'The third prize of $2.50 went to 
Victor Baloun of the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company of San Francisco with the slogan 
“Рауе the Way With Smiles" C. W. 
Hughett, credit man- 
ager of San Joaquin 
Power won the next 
prize of $2.50 with 
"Smile and Serve." 
The slogan "If 
Backed With a 
Smile, It's Service 
Worth While" won 
$2.50 for E. C. Van 


Buren, Jr, chief 
clerk of Fresno Dis- 
trict of San Joaquin 
Power. The last on 
the slogan prize 
ИИ award list is P. В. 
Vp ete ied Garrett of the 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, who won $2.50 with the slogan 
"Smile and Lead, Frown and Get Left." 

In the story contest, W. G. Harold of 
the British Columbia Electric Co., won 
first prize of $10; J. W. Otterson of the 


» Google 


THEY WON PRIZES IN “SMILES” CONTEST. 


Left to right, C. W. Hughett, Frances Pratt, E. C. 
Van Buren, 
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awarded second prize of $5.00; while the 
next four in order were awarded $2.50 
each. They were 
Fletcher A. Easton 
of the Fresno Dis- 
trict of San Joaquin 
Power, F. G. Mor- 
ales, Southern Cali- 
fornia Edison Com- 
pany, Los Angeles; 
Ruth M. Miller, 
Southern California 
Edison Company, 
Los Angeles; and A. 
A. Eggers, Pacific 
Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, San Francisco. 
A special award of 
$10 was given to 
J. P. Smith of the Southern California 
Edison Company of Long Beach who sub- 
mitted a slogan idea in the form of a 
traffic sign,—"'Smiles Straight Ahead— 
Grouches and Pessimists Take Detour." 
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San Joaquin Power 


Prior Preferred Stock 


Now $9900 Рег Share 


Yields 7.07% 


On Your Investment 
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May be purchased at $100 per share on payments 
of $6.00 down and $5.00 per month, at any 


District Office of the Company. 
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